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The unmistakable sound of liquid running within your passenger 
compartment is not something you want to hear after you’ve turned 
off your engine, especially when it’s followed by the sweet smell of 
coolant. Yep, you guessed it. Heater core with a leak. Thanks to 
some helpful hints from the breakfast crew, bypassing the core was 
easy. We took the top hose off the heater core, followed it to the 
engine, removed the second heater core hose from the engine, and 
replaced it with the first hose. Of course, I just had to add a bit of my 
own touch. Yes, that’s a hair tie and a carabiner preventing the tube 
from moving around while driving for the summer. 

Once you’re ready to fix the issue, the best way to do that is to 
remove it through the firewall. First step is to remove the vent 
by removing the screws on the sides and unlatching the top and 
bottom of the vent. All screws for this repair can be removed 
using a standard screw driver or a hex bit. I also recommend 
loosening the clasps around the accordion sleeve as that will 
make it easier to pull the vent. 
Once the vent is removed, you 

have free access to the six screws holding the heating core in place. 
One on each side and two on the top and bottom. Disconnect the 
hoses and gently pry the heater core away from the firewall. 

To replace the old heater core, remove the screws from the casing and 
pull the core straight out. If your gasket is stuck to the casing, remove 
it with a spatula. Then insert the new gasket inside the casing then insert the heater core. Insert the 
screws to hold it in place, and add the outer gasket. If the gaskets don’t quite fit, use a small amount of 

liquid gasket on the corners to hold them in place. 

Now you’re on the home stretch. Reinsert the heater core into the 
firewall and secure it with the screws. Thread the hoses beneath the 
duct, ensuring the smaller hose fits neatly atop and between the 
coolant hoses in the bracket. Reattached the hoses, then the vent. If 
your accordion sleeve 
was difficult to 
remove, trim a couple 
cords from it to make 

it easier to reattach. Secure the top and bottom latches 
and the clamps around all hoses and the accordion sleeve. 
Finally, attach the hoses back to the engine as shown on 
the right, and you’re done. The heater core has been 
replaced, and you are free to use the heat to keep your 
engine from overheating in the blazing Texas summer. 


