
  Turn Signal Trouble by Scott McGilvray 
  

I have a high mileage 57 T-Bird that I bought from Ben Hong. Now Ben, unlike most people I 
have to share the road with, must have used his turn signals all the time. Maybe because he grew up in 
South Dakota. Anyway the turn signal lever (it’s the arm sticking out the left side of the steering column) 
would not stay in place after moving it into position for a turn.  

 
The first remedy is to insure that the spring holding the 

bracket to the switch itself is in place and has adequate 
pressure. I had done this early on when I first noticed the 
problem so this is an advanced repair. Actually when I worked 
on the problem before I may have over lubricated the 
assemblies, a little more friction may have helped. Anyway first 
the steering wheel has to come off. Underneath is the turn 
signal mechanism. Picture 1 shows what you will find in the 
hub. 

 
PICTURE 1. 

 
        PICTURE 2. 
 
 For the sake of this article I am going to call the part that the 

arm screws into and then spans the hub and attaches to the switch the 
bracket. I don’t know or care what Ford called it so to me it is the 
bracket. It is by itself in picture 2 lying on the seat.  

 
 

PICTURE 3. 
 
It is upside down to 

show the small wheel that rides on the humps on the far right 
of the hub. These humps are what make the lever stay in 
place till the cancelling cam pushes the bracket back to center. 
You can see in picture 3 that the humps on this car have 
considerable wear.  

 
 
 PICTURE 4. 
 

Since the ramps would no longer hold the wheel I 
decided to lower the pocket at the end of both ramps. Picture 4 
shows a 15/64 drill bit ready to make the cut. Now you are 
probably thinking, wow this is real precision work a 15/64 drill bit 
and all. Well I was going to use a ¼ bit but it was so dull it 
wouldn’t cut. The metal is quite soft so be careful not to over 
achieve here.  

 
 
Picture 5 shows the finished product. Be sure to brush 

or blow out all the shavings. So far it has been only tested in the 
garage but it feels right. 
 

 

PICTURE 5. 


